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come to symbolize Satanism. It was originally — and still is — used
by Wiccans as a symbol for the Earth. Wicca itself is anything but
Satanic. John Robinson, a member of Webweaving, suggested that
“people think of natural things as evil. We are more nature-oriented,
and people think it’s evil...We have no concept of Satan. That's a

Christian symbol.” Knupp said, “Satanism is a religion of rebellion.
Wiccan is a religion of poetry and beauty and positive affirmation.”

Being a witch, according to many members, is really about being
able to control your own thoughts. “Things that we do are exactly the
same kind of exercises or visualization that people do in acting class-
es or in therapy,” said Lathrop Preston, a first—year student and
Webweaving member.

- Wicca, an ancient religion originating from Europe, began in the

United States in the 1950s. Since then, many people have found their
niche in Wiccan ideology. Most of the group’s members are the first
in their families to have such beliefs. Webweaving at Drake started
two years ago, when Jill Gathercole (a former student) put an ad in
the personals of the The Times Delphic. Sarah Straight answered the ad,
and together they began putting up signs and finding members.

“When we started out, I hoped to have representatives from [differ-
ent} pagan groups [religions that worship more than one godl,”

- Straight said. Webweaving was originally going to be made up of

Native American religions as well as those descending from Europe.
However, the responses came from Wiccans and those interested in
Wicca. Today, Webweaving has just over thirty members, with only
a few attending meetings regularly.
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The pentagram, a five-pointed star in a circle, .
is a Wiccan symbol for the Earth
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Drake knew more about them. Next time y:
ture hall, take a good look at the people around you.-
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